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ſhort, that thine eyes 


\ 
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ola not be wearied with the rea- "M 
ding it: plaine, that thy wits ſhould * *.; 
not be troubled with the underſtanding 2 
„it: generall, becauſe they are parti- 4 
cularhj in ſundry treatiſes already hand- 
led. My p Poſe onely is, the informa- 
tion 7 the ſimple and unlearned, 10 
guard their minds, that they bee not 
drawn or ſtollen away from the truth, 
® by theſe common and deceawiug irg - 
ments, which are much in the monthes _ 
of thoſe who mind earthly things, The 
7 in it are, Coſmo nils dle - <8 
, lover of the World: and Theophi- -- 
x Jus, that is, a lover of God, The love ' 
the one of their two oppoſite object, 
either to God or 6 me Wor 145 the 
poſite armies whether of preachers, ar 
e ee e 3 
rue adze of the lover of God, is, - — 8 Be. 
louſly to plead for God and his taufey © © 
although it ſhould be to his worldly dife © 
advantage. T he wg badge of thelover.. . 
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ventey eſt in- 


To the : Reaaey s * 


2 lem it to pltau . theWorld, 
And the belly. Fa d oe de ver un- 
der a far ( (alt 2 feckleſſe) profeſ- 


ſi on. T hat proverb proves nom over 


true, The belly is buſie, and witty⸗ 


genio ſus:ven- and i it wants cares; Tee may perceive 


Aue,. 


| wilt 


"cares w 
will dame, ip hen they ſhall le forced iv 
heare on the deafe jy 75 of their head 0 
then, how careful 


ter non habet any in this age 4 ih who dram 


ther. wits. from their belly, and their 

wea lth 1011. Sa that; — ch a lowd 

plain ee. truth do meet 155 belly- 

ed men in the 1eeth yet they heare 

not, Sk are. deaft for they have no 
ere their wits are. But the 


ſhould we be, knowing 
the terrour of that dh, io perſwade wen 
to the lawe of the truth: 2 Fo o perf evere 


in it our ſelves, preaſſing to approve our 


ſelves both unto Gad, and anto the con- 
[ciences bf pen: hat ſowe may receive 


that crowne of glory, that fadeth not a: 
a er rhe. chief e ard met is 


pea re, 5 
nd Þ 23473 
* * 


po” „bold love e ny woes, 
. Wan the rd repairs. with many Ioes, 


A'DIALOGUE BETW.AIXT,, 
Coſmophilus and Theophilus anent 
the Ceremonies. east 


. 28 7 Coſmogbolus:" 


O O D motrow preciſe Theophile.© . i 

+ Theoph,' As much to you'polirick Cof-" 

| mophile. 11 3 
Cuaſm. Vee look very pale upon it How?” 

Hath not your tender ſtomake as yet digeſted! 

the ceremonial! pilals, for the purging of yo 

pauoritan humors? '.. 3 WOO 
Tlteoph. Well (oſmophik, yee make but a moch 

of the matter of my mourning; yet Iwill anſwer” 

vou in your own termes': ſurely they will never di- 

geſt with me. 8 oy 27>." S048 
c. And why fo I pray you Throphile? | 

Thb. Becauſe they are ſo full o Antichriffũ 

an ingredients, my ſtomake loarhes them, and alF: 

ſuch Rom iſh Drogs and Dregs. Le, 

| Cf. No T heophile,, yee mult not fay ſo. The 

parriculirs inthele articles, the practiſe vherecf ig 

pteſently urged (except it de k ner line in the ac of 

. rectiving-the ſacramens) were in uſe in. the prim 

(110 | A3 1d 


f 


«i 
* 1 # 


— 
* 


i e Church, before the Antichriſt occupied the 
Roman Chaire. * | x | 
T beoph. I ſce (7 


oſmophile, yee except kneeling in 
the act, and that iuſtly : ſeeing it hath — fa- 
ther, nor mother, but the Antichriſt in his full 
growth: and I am ſory it ſhould find ſo many pro- 
teſtant patrons; As to the reſt, how ancient ſoever 
ſome of them may ſeeme to be, yet all were bur 
humane inventions, beginning and rifing with the 
Antichriſt, whatſoever the intention was. As for 
their ule, ir ended in abuſe : their devotion in ſu- 
perſtition: as it ordinarily befalles to all human 
devices in matter of divine duties. And the An- 
tichriſt having ſetled himſelſe in his throne, called 
chem in, and many other alſo of that quality, to 
his coyn/ houſe, and ſtamped them all with his I- 
dolatrous image, that henceforth they might bee 
known for the proper and peculiar coyn of his 
kingdome, where-ever they were fouud current in 
the world. 
_.» Coſes. O but they are now purged from all theſe 
abuſes, and ſuperſtitions. | 
| - Theopb.: Indeed (oforophile, it is no ſmall paines 
would purge them. For although they be like-wax 
in receiving yer are they like brafſe in reteiviog 
the ſtampe of ſuperſtition : they are like the Leos 
ard, that cannot change his ſpots. I would think 
mem then tightly purged, if the kirk were altoge- 
— of them. They ſhould be purged as 
he fire purgeth the ſtubble ſeeing they defile the 
= | — puritie, 


$9 2 "gp = 
—_ 


puritie, and deface the z6autie of Gods worſhip. 
Ceſ. You muſt not think T beephile, that it 158 

| ' reaſon to reieR any thing, becaule it hath 

n, or is in the Roman Church: 77 


* ,. F heoph. The reaſon is good enough C:/mophile, - 
ud holds wellin theſe things, without the which 
Chriſts Kirk may be, and abide in good caſe, ac- 

compliſhed with all her orders and ornaments, - 
wherewith the Evangell bath adorned her: in 

theſe things, which (being indifferent as yee ſay) 

bare been abuſed and de filed with idolatry : in 

theſe things, which, for the moſt part, are badges 

ofthe Romiſh beaſt , ard baits to ſoperſtition:'if 

the braſen ſerpent, Gods own ordinance being al- 

| terward abuſed to idolatry, vas broken and abo- 

lied much more their baſe and bruckle ceremo 
nies, mans invention, ſhould be. % 0 

(om. O but ſome of theſe remaines Theophil, 

even in reformed Churches, and are not much diſ. 

allowed by ſundry learned Proteſtant Theologues. 

F beoph. True, they remain Coſmophile, but 28 

black ſpot in à faire face, which many of of the 

godly-wiſe would be glad were wiped away. As to 


mens nar diſallowance, or Hlence it makes not 
lawfulneffe.- I could give as learned Theologues, 
two fox one, diſallos ing. n 


e. It is your miniſters Theophile, who.mil-W 
informe and marre you, they might cafily' g 
op all queſtion and controyerfie about the tgtelſſ 
ters, if it pleaſed them, 5 #1, * « 
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6 Hewſo cer. wdarwould = Hang 
3 712114 
„Cn I would a it to ptopove abd Do 
. people, theſe three notable: poynis. be. 
jnoifferencie or laufulneſſe of the things urged. 
2. The ſtrong and la ſull authority of the urgeti 
bath King, and Kirke. 3. The great hurt wilt 
come to the patcle urged, in caſe of ex. 
dience. | 
{ + T heopb. Ve preſume too bieh Caſmophile to Poly 
ſcrive poyuts of preaching to Paſt-;rs,whoſe plagey 
and grace is above your reach: and indeed i it were 
more eaſie co propone theſe poynts, then to prove 
them. Bur tell me, i pray you, with; what conſci- 
enge and countenange they could preaſſe to prove 
tho laufulneſſe oſ thęſe things, v herein (upcrititi- 
on and profanitie have ſuch place; as is clearly 
Norad in theſe, tremiſes, wherein they are par- 
acplasly;; bangled..I will onehuinngencrall give 
* ſome 5a lag impediments (har ptobibirg 
£ po e. 
455. What are cheſe ſirong jrpediments. yer 
prerend.7; hape? | - 
YT hep 1 vill gie yon theſe rare Coſmopbile,.1, 
. The bands of their fideliy. 2, The ctedii oi their 
3 e. 3. The dutie they, gnght, 40 ſexerenegx 
and uric, to their. Farthy prodceefiors in this | 
Whar callyethe bands of thai CN. 
Their qath and hrir ſubſcription — 
A q | 


* 


, 6982 


ſo-wbich ate ptofeſſors. 

Cin. O but theſe bonds may be looſeu. 

Fbreph. I cont. fle they may be violently bro- 
ken, but lawfully looſed they cannot be. For an 
cht is the ſtrongeſt bond that the tongue cin 
make: and ſubicription is the ſtrongeſt bond that 
the hand can make. If ye breake theſe bonds, tell 
me what ſhall bind a man? 
Cn I tell you Theepbh. our ſuperiours, King 
and Church may looſe them. 

Tbeoph. No Coſmophile, that may they not. For 
both conſented, yea and by their authority preſen- 
ted this conſeſsion, and urged theſe bonds on all : 
binding firſt themſelves, then others, to hold faſt. 
their profeſsion, according to that confeſsion, 
during all the dayes of their life. So the bands of. 
the grave muſt bind al, before we can be looſed frq,; 
theſe bonds, Indeed Coſmophile there is hes 
faſter knots in 23 ye conſider of; namely. _ 
in ghe band ot the oach. _ 

5 "dpi, 


feſsion of faith, whichtwo do bind us al 


What be theſe I pray you T beophile ? 1 


g Theeph. In that band there is a double, and ing 


difſoluble knot.” The one, the erkenne 
tent h, The other : the promiſe for the truth. 
In the former, the rakers of the oath ſolemn: 
Jy 'prq fed their perſwafion.. wrought int 
hearts by Gods ſpirit, through his word, of the t 
doubeed truth of that religion, doctrine, and apict- . 
pliae profeſſed in the Kirke of Scotland * 125 : 


* 2 
0 


tine: and after to be continued therein: and by 
 ebecontrary, the deteſtation of all falſe religion, 


lend, profeſſe, and pr 
the poynts thereof: and to abhorre a 


able rires and ceremonies about them. 


ic a thing indifferent, to ſingle, and pick out the 
mall pinnes of it (as yee account them) at your; 
} 812 leſt all (as is like this day) fall dovnα 


5 ani general} termes are incl 


* © A =_ 
"© - * * 
* 
*, 2 , 
2 * be 


Papiſtry, — all the particular thereof, as 
they were then condemned by our kirk. In the 
latter, they ſolemnly promiſed to maintaine, de- 
iſe that true religion, in all 

dereſt the 
COMTrary. 


"ſw. It is true Theophile , that band and the | 
knors thereof , holds n upon the ſubſtantialll 
poynts of r: -ligion, doctrine, and diſciphne, which 
are unchangeable; bur not ſoupon the change- 


"T beoph. Surely (ofwrophile , the matter of the 
oath, and all the particulars thereof, arelike a ho- 
Iy Tabern acle, ſo joyntly and ſou ndly compacted, 
and knit together, that the looſing of one pin, 
NE peril to ſhake all Jooſe. So albeit fome 

might ſeem to be indifferent in themſelves ſeve- 

raily and apart conſidered: yetye muſt not thinke 


t your eares. 
FN ſe. But will you conſider Theophile, that ye 
and ctremonies forthe which; and ours 

the which yee ſtand, have not entred in thy 
ring bart . 3 al 2 

es hut t ave or 

ck Gelee ets 
2 


. 2 «14 we 
1 1 vF os 5 + ' 
. on 4 


and hath reſpe& to the former confeſsion, bookes 
of diſcipline, and acts of aſſemblies. By the which 
particularly, and exprefly our formes were 
received, ratificd, and paſſed under practiſe, as a- 
/ grecable to Chriſts ordinance : and yours rejected, 
and debarred out of our Kirk, as Antichriſtian 
rites. | T 
Cofes. That oath T heopbile, fo farre as it concer- 
ned theſe outward, and alterable formes, or the 
like, was but indefinite, and conditionall : that is, 
ſuch formes as it ſhould pleaſe the Church for the 
time to appoynt, continue, or change, according 
to that power and libertie ſhe did profeſſe herſelfe, 


in ſundry acts of aſſemblies, to have over ſuch in- 


different things. 


mind of our Kirk at that time, which (as I ſayd in 
the former anſwer) received. ours, and rejected 


„ 


cepted :-and the great ſeale of that ſolemne pro- 
miſe ſex upon the continuance in reteining of the 


yours, So that her Profeſsion of her power, in the 
change of things indifferent, extends not to their 
- formes, which are ſo particularly and by name ex- 


A cluded, and abjured. Farther,this oath is relative; 


_T heoph. It was both determinate and abſolute 
C 1 even in theſe formes, and ſuch was the 


: 


one, and in outholding and withſtanding. of the WW 


Coſen, I think F beophile, that was an unadviſed 


. Oath, in reſpect of thele indifferent formes, which 
|  hoaldnoc be made the ſubjeRofan Oath: ing 


< 
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| and thar 


7 
Aly Hg eg Wide | 
heoph. Ithink Coſmopbile, ye ate evil adviſed to 
Pri pe ſo wiſe, and worthy a Kirk, conſiſting 
both of preachers and profeſſors of all eſta tes, in 
an errand of ſo great importance, as if they had 
not known nor keeped theſe inſeparable conditi- 
ons of a lawfull oath, which the Lord himſelfe ex- 
preſſed, Ierem. 4. 2. That an oath ſhould bee in 
Truth, and fo not falſe: in Judgement, or diſcreri- 
on, and ſo not raſh : In fu#Zice,and ſo not unrigh- 
teovs, or inequitable. The firſt and laſt reſpect 
chiefly the matter of a lawfull oath; and the mid, 
the manner. Now that this oath was given in 
truth, and to the truth, it is cleare, becauſe they 


ſore "their reſolution and perſwafion of 'the 


truth of theſe heades contained therein. That 
it wüs given in judgement, not raſhly or unad- 
—_ lor yee ſay) it is cleare by the words of 
Sion, where it is ſayd, that after long 

5 examination of their conſcience, being 
chroighty-reſolved in the trueth by the word and: , 
Spirit of God, 'they gave it. That it was given 
in juſtice, it is cleare; becauſe all the particulars 
they ſwore- too, were, and ate agretable to 
GODS werd, ſerving for the edification of 
the Kirke;, and overthrow of the kingdome'of 

Sathan, and of his eldeſt ſonne the Antichriſt :- 

formes; which yee call indifferent 
were not fack\in the jndgement of ont Kirke; 


when they appoymedhe one and diſthurged the 


other, 


* 


by the religious and grave rea- | 


Yo 


qther, Is ede 
ons given for their ſo doing. As that ours were 
according to Chriſts inſtitution, agreeable to the 


licitie of. the Evangell, profitable for the 


ſim 
3 ation of the purity of Gods holy worſhip, 


and eſchewing of the occaſions, and countenance 


| 


N 


of ſuperſtition, and conformity with Rome: but 


yours by the contrary. 

(ſm. I ſee then Theophile, yee are loath to grant 
theſe formes to be indifferent. 
. Theoph. That I am (#2. and although I ſhould, 
yee would be little neerer your purpoſe, For it is 
neither the unadviſedneſſe of the maner; nor the 
the indifferencie of the matter of an oath , will 
looſe the band thereof once layd on, as long as 


the indifferent matter is not turned to a ſinfull 


uſe, or abuſe. Although ſuch caſes might poſsibly 
hinder the making of it: it is onely the unlawful. 


neſſe looſes all. The oath which Ioſua and the 


Princes of Iſrael gave to the Gibeonites, Ioſ. g. 14. 
I5, was unadviſedly made: for they conſulted not 
(ayes the text) with the mouth of the Lord: yer 
it was adviſedly keeped, for the religious reve» 
rence to the great and glorious name of God, If 
yee be able to prove, that our formerly eſtabliſhed 
formes are turned unlawfull, unproficable, ine- 
quitable, profane, or ſuperſtitious, goe to, try 
your wits.Your Biſhops and Doctors publickly- | 


profeſſed they would not, they could not. 


Ca. 


4 


2 * dhe” , 
g WW a 


* : N 50 Z | 
31 Tea bur for all that T heophile our for. 
mer formes mult to the doore. in 

- T heoph. Sure then ſoſme. yours muſt fly in at the 
window: For ye have no lawfull warrant to bri 
them in, in the roome of ſo old and kindly poſlel. 
ſors, who have all your lyfrent takes, ſworne, and 
; fubſcribed to them, to ſtand ſure, under the pe. 
naltie of that dreadful damnation, in the great day 
of the Lord. Beſide in ſo doing, ſhall yee net un- 
dergoe the guiltineſſe of double perjurie by the 
violent ejection of the one, which were ſworn to: 
and the fraudulent and forcible intruſion of the 0- 
ther, which were ſworn againſt. p "oe 
». Te aggreage the matter ſtrangely Theopb. 

in — it both Gofull and hurrfull. ES: 
T b:opb. I will add the third alſo Cem. ſhameful. 
Conſider that worthy example of good Abraham, 
and yee ſhall ſee that, and more, Gen. 14.22.23. 
When the king of Sodom offred to him the goods 
which he brought back, after battell againſt the 
Kings, he refuſed to receive them, ind why? I bave 
Ut up my hand, ſayes Abratiam, to the Lord, the moſt 
bigh God, the poſſeſſor of heaven, that f ſhould ſo doe : and 
wherefore that? lt the King of Sodom ſhould ſay, I 
have wade Abraham rich? Abraham thought, that 
had been to him a great diſcredit, and Gramefull 
flander. Now haye we nor all lift up our hand to 
this LO RD, the moſt high GOD, poſ- 
ſeſſor of heaven andexcth, that we ſhall continue in 
che maintenance and obedience of theſe _ 

* "an 


* — 


and cuſtomable formes of our Kirk, and not ts 
borrow, beg, or bring back again theſe formes ab- 
horred, and abjured: leſt, befide both ſinr e and 
ſkaith, to our great diſgrace and ſhame, it ſnouid 
alſo be ſayd : The antichriſtian King of ſpirituall 
Sodom, hath enriched, or rather bewitched us. 
Com. I will leave now the purpoſe of the oath 
T heopb, and come to the perſons who it concerns. 
Ho ſoever, it would ſeem that theſe who have per- 
' fonally taken ir, cannot be freed from the bonds 
ol it: yet ye know, ſuch as were not come to per- 
fe yeares at that time: who have never perſonal- 
ly taken it: as alſo the. ſucceding poſterity,are noe 
bound by it. 
T beoph, Indeed (ofw. (to paſſe by the profeſ- 
fors, whoſe caſe is alike with preachers) there are 
ew either among our Miniſters, or among your 
,who are not perſonally bound, both when 
they paſſed their courſe in the Colledges of Philo- 
ſophy, and when they entred in the office of the 
Miniſtery, beſide the renewing of theſe bands ſun- 
dry times ſince in | dmc ſynods, and Aſſem- 
blies. As to theſe forenamed, who have not per- 
ſonally taken it, or in time comming ſhall not,they | 
are bound really. Becauſe this bond of their pa- 
rents and predeceſſors (who at that time — | 
ted the whole body, and all ſorts of the members 
of our reformed Kirk) as upon their parts it was 
 perſonall: ſo alſo it was reall, paſsing to their 
ehildren; being about a matter , 


"4 


- the oath. Noe to cleare this poyne? C If thir 
Sach of Iſrael to the Gideonites, bonad-o1d, arid 
yon, parents and poſteriry, in a matter more pri. 


nn 
; 5 
; 


as well us the#F, who rook 


vate, and of leſſe importance (albeitche osth was 
obtained by craft, and ignorance) much more 
doth this oath binde; in à matter ſo pub- 
lick, ſo profitable, and with ſuch knowleder, con- 
ſcience, dcliberatton, reſolu: ion, and perſwaſion 


o * 


made unto Ga. 


Ce. That oath of Iſrael Tbeoph concerned this 
preſent life : but this oath roncernes dur teligion; 


and the life ro come: ſo they are not alike. 


Theoph. It is true Coſm. the two lives are not a- 
like. But as for the oath, if the band of it hold faſt 
anent the one, and the matters belonging there. 
to: tell me, by what reaſon it ſhould nor far more 
hold in xhings concerning the other? If even 
common civil bands, or worldly contracts with- 
out an oath, binds parents and ptedece ſſors, who 
make it: and children and poſt: ritv, ho made it 
not: much more ſhould this religious contract, 
and holy covenant, lealed both with oath and ſub- 
ſcriprion, binde both to the conſtant profeſs ion, 
and prac̃t ſe of that truth, which is ccording to 
| en wa Did not that religious vow which lo- 

a made, chap. 24.14. [ and my fathers houſe(fayes 


|| be) will ſerve the Led, bind not\onily thoſe who 


were preſent, bur even his poſteritie tm ug h their 
gencrations? Did not that Kone ubicł Ioſua ſet 
. a | up - 


- 1 „ 


all 
as 


oge 4 

inue 2 wittieffe of the tranſ+ 

{$6h of children and pbſterity, who (after Io- 

110 all the Eldets' that out-lived him, were 
ac) brake that chhenant, and ſerved Baalim 
Jod: 2 12. Did hot ew iſe that f6lemne oath ahd 
corettant made by Aſa King of luda, and his peo- 
ple, that they would 9700 and ſerve God, 2. (hron. 
15. bmd all, old and 2 parciits, 2nd poſterity, 
among whom, 2 — after ard fell away, were 
even guilty of the breach of this particular oath 
and covenant, as well, as of the genetall covenant 
ranger. people. Here are in the like caſe, like 
' Com. I gtant F our reaſous move me als 
mo ebe bey gov hag. 

"Theoph-1 abb wiſh ſe your klaveft, were alto. 
Aud now in bd 1 intrear you'ſeeing an oath 
| ſhould be the end oF all controverſie, Heb. 6. that 

be would once end all cõttoverſie z bout this oath: 
anda ever yee would dwell in the eme 
God, learn ro mike greater conſcience in keep 
the n oath of 1 Beware of dangerous 


toplay faſt and loft gwich chi | | 
oc red pos 


nd: Remtfhber, and con- 
fider that fearfuſ Sete er g of lu) 
dd, 1. Chron. 36:13: who brezkiog char oath”, 
" which hee made by God to the Ki 


by oy: 
ex man, but an Echnick man, rebe uch au 
* has] 
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1 


0 e 

and ghreatning from 
2 Feder 77 17: 18. tg. 
. 7 will ſurely bring ey ob, 
ee covenans Ihat be hath bro. 

fuk hg ory O! may not — look for the 
55 challenge one 5 or a heavier, who doe wit- 
tingly and w illiagly break that covenant, and ceſ. 


3 105 that ur, made by God himſelf, ro God him. 


Lel 
975 


Rows come to your ſecond impediment 
5 A you call the credit of their miniſtry: 


19 vill py have them to ſland upon the 


| ante k theit reputation? 
Ter Surely Cſm, as Min | lay nothing: but 
25. Minis ers I fay they ſhould. For if they loſe the 


gredit of their, cling they, loſe; alſo = froic of 
their labours in it. If they in publick preaching 


ſthall:uro theit de e thoſe, as lawful, 


angreligiouy: rites, a hich be fore Fhy condemned 
as Roiniſh reliques : may it not be jultly n 
their preaching, is not yea and Amen; but yea and 
nen, 2. Cor · 18.20. Will not the ſimple people (ay, 
what ſhall we beleeve now, hen one and the ſclfe 
e to s contraties from the chaire of 
eing, Tabe up 

gw. yce may ſcc if abet ta lig be 
who whiles ak les de- 


wortby 


| Pics *- whiles challoves, | les llawes, the ſelfe 
flame thiog 


Syreſy a pulpit contradidion drawes 
FanyQion, and a juſt ĩimputation of 
levity, 


with i ita 


2 
8 
0 


ei) 
Nh und eohſtancie 1 preaching, - 
aner if cee Sebiſe eine a which 
al., woikereles 


. 9 VEON 


| ARt, both hot Kirk and 
-ugainſt ſuch 
nies. So rel e 
ok ſome 

ey verge 


ot forte ff 2 


= 


ot he” joke 
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y v ur n 
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| Geof Nees wirtrrhe a ien 
5 eee qeiithed Their der fe 
cie » 4 ; H 


c Now is cone to yby t 5rd ßechweht 
Piet. Her fit rw hat un- hes che receiving 
"bitk and practfſitig of theſe leis tan · im- 
port Upon you your ilaiſiers part, to their Pf fe 
den e lv. they old (le f 
8 6 doing ſeſn. they ſhouſd ( ſo atre 
as in en eek) Giferedit ; all the former care, 
. knowledge, and conſcience 5 ſo many grave, godly 
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(49) 
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4 7 pm God 
Fay in <p ak theſe forms of our 
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A — ah ſe of then properly are, they 
| MESS Jawfyl. Bur this, i is- your eu 


r.the. generalitie, ambigui- 

| Plan mph, rhe of 1 (paGing by the 
e ion of them). t Oc af Jour 
s, which you Propane: that yee may. 


{ Iu a conclufion..by appeanange , where 
| inen, lawful E 0 
* vb 3.2 


I . $5 " "Ohm. 
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. I wit arifwer: tour firſt queſtion | 
J D, I call them things. indifferent in them: 
all ſelves, which are neither commanded nor forbiu - 
od den by Gods word: and ſo neither good nor evil 
in themſelves. To 96 1200 bt N 
an - T beoph. Then if ſo be ({oſmiph:are ye not forbid- 
den by Gods word, and told, that it is not good 
to plead and perſecute fo hotly for them, as yes. 
dot? And is this a good argument of yohrs, 
TFhoſe things ate indifferent in themſelves, thar is, 
neither commanded, nor forbidden, neither good 
nor ill: Therefore we vvil hae them reduced, 
and repoſſeſſed in our Church. Indeed (i 
phie, ye have need to learn better Logicke from 
28 yourDoRors .. For it is not the indifferencie of a 
thing, that will vvarrant the admiſsion, facre ii ſſe 
the readmiſsion of it again into a' Church. 
Lee muſt come to the uſe, herein a t hing is ne 
ther evil gor good, lau ful for unlawful, xxpe. 
dient gor inexpedient. And if yee can prove, that 
your formes in their uſe are expedient and proſitaa 
ble, and ours not at all, or leſſe then yours, I hal 
approve. | e IO 
i 2Cofereph. Ehinke yee then Theopbile, that there 
is ſuch ſuch difficultie, or rather impoſsibilitie in 
that probatione N en 
iT beoph, L think ir certainly ¶oſ. that cven vou 
Philoſophers ſtone, that yee fo brag and boat of 
ſhal not be able · to turn this lead into gold. 


*. And why ſo Theophil, | <cxrala 
112741 : * 3 Theoph⸗ 


WE: 1 „Wan * burchen ss t the trial pf 

ik Wa Ref theſe: Apoſtolicall rules, 
order , comelinoſſe, :edificationyi peace, charity, 
Rom. 14.” 1. Cor, v4. ye ſhall eafily.perceivo, what. 
yeeand they both prove. Let wofull-experience. 
this day be judge f aud give out -ſencence.. The Pa- 
pi; and Proteſtant are ſo confounded in the uſe. 
of your formes, that hardly in out ard ſhew can 
they be diſeerned: anſweres that to orderꝰ The ob- 
ſcuriag and defiſing vaile of Amichriſtian ceremo- 
nes, dra ven upon the comely putitie, and ſimpli- 
citie of the Evangell, agreeth that with comelines ? 
The weak ones offended, & diſtracted with doubt- 
bre hand to turne to: the Papiſts heat tned 
andi bardned inrtheir ſuperſtition: che ſtronger. 
aud vel teſolved gribeed to fee things go ſoʒ makes 
this for — By diſſention and diviſion, the 
[| bowels of a motherly *Kirke renced; ſtands this 
I with peace and charidy'? So theſe tules clearly re- 
þ|. veale how peritious and pernicious. your formes 
are; pur caſe in themſelves — were never ſo in- 
different. 21 

- Coſm, Will yee look T heoph. to the example of 
our neighbour Kir ke, ſo v iſe and learned, which 

uſeth and maketh ſo much ot theſs formes. 

T heoph. Wee will keepus within the boundrod 
(fm. and ſaynothing, or little, of our dcighbours, 
{{ among vhom many both worthy preachers aud 
1 profe ſſors, have ever, and yet doe, ſtand out a 


them, Onely this farre for the form and Rate. of 
i 5 their 
| Wn + 

1 


— 
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e 


ale Kirk : their caſe undd curd fewery farce, 


" ſtanding and pleading for our fornixs: and aęainſt 


minde affirme, that being once removed, their te 


ſhall not this be a particular poynt of it, ibat 


l 
tent. They are free - not of every conſei· 
entiops hand) yet of the bands, which, beſjde 
theſe, bindeth us ſtrictly. As 1. the band of Qath.” 
2. Subſcription. 3. ſo long peaceable puſk ſoion. 


4. publick profeſsion. 5. uniforme prad . ſez all 


yours. They have continued and kept them ſtill, 

which our Kirk did fo adviſedly caſt out, and ſo 

long hath holden out, as peſtilential clouts of that 
Romiſh inf ctive ſuperſtition. So it ye vould leave 
your unlike examples, and your jang ling in gene- 
rals, wherein ye take roome to reele, and unne to 
many art ing holes: and-if ye vould confider-pars 
ticularly what is the ſingular caſe gf our Kirk in 
this re ſpe ct, ye would be torced to conſeſſe, that it 
is not a thing law full, nor indifferent, to reduce 
them. And albeit in the judgement of ſome Theo- 
logues, where ſome of them are in a Kirk, and can: 
not ithout the diſiurbance of the peace ther: of, 
be removed. they may be tollerate: yet all in onę 


duction is not tollerable. The conſideration © 
this paynt Coſes. I hope ſhall cloſe your minde, 1 
not your mouth, 4 K 
n. What Theoph. is not peſt-clou s, anc 
cloathes oft- times cleanſed, and fo applyed tx 

vſe?. Will not carefull preaching cleanſe 3:1 
1: T beeph. Seeing yee urge preaching (jw. go to 


B 4 | 


| 


all the occaſions'and entiſemeuts to it, be remo- 


The truth is Cem. as long as that man of fin hath 
place upon the face of the earth,. they wil never be 
cleanſed. And as for preaching, itis appoynted by 


the Popes Penfioner, for the paines ye take to vent, 
and advance hiswares. 

ſev. Yer-feeing other things Fbeoph. which 
have been abuſed to (ſuperſtition, are purged, 
and retained: as for example, our Temples, and 
Churches, wherein the rrue God is now truely. 
worſhipped : tel} me, why may not theſe things 
in like manner be purged and retained ?. 


our unlike examples, but yce doe not: therefore 
by an{wer either to content you, or convict you, I 
ſay 1. Temples,or Kirkes have a needfull uſe, both 
natural and civil, in the commodious, and comely 
containing of people, for the publick practiſe of 
Gods worſhip. So the abuſe may be purged, and 
¶chey tetained. Bur the beſtuſe of your ceremonies 
is bot abuſe, which being removed, they fall, as idle, 
and fectleſſe things, to the ground. 2. Albeit a 
I{Kirk be the place, wherein God is publickly wor- 
{ſhipped : yet it hath no place or ſtate in the exerciſe 
| df that worſhi p, ac any part, poyng, or ceremony 
en formes hag. 3. Sometimes ſome 
| | — e need- 


; 
| 


the monuments and remainders of 1dolatry, and 
ved. What wil become then of your ceremonies? 


God, not to cleanſe them, but to conſume them, 
and him both. 2. Theſſ.2. Indeed Coſmm. ye may be 


Theoph. I deſired you be fore (ſm. to hold off 


| 


| 


f 4 

/ Wnecdfot circumſtances may require, even the fem 
| Wples to be removed, and razed : as the Temples: of; i 
idols were in the dayes of Conſtantine, and Iheo - 
Jofius,rwo godly Emperours. | 

(oſm. Would your Miniſters T beoph. in their do- 
Arine,cell the people, that theſe ceremonies ſhould, 
be, and are uſed,wirhoyt any Papiſtical ſuperſtition 
and opinion of merit, ofinherent holines, and ef- 
freacie, or of neceſsity, as if they were eſſential parts 
of Gods worſhip, this would purge all. 8 

T heoph, It they ſhould ſo doe (oſmopiule, how 

would you purpe them of the ſlander of incon- 
ſtancie, ho before in their doctrine have told the 
people ſo oft, that ſuch ceremonies ſhould not be 
uſcd.at all, becauſe” ſuperſtitious. And albeit they 
ſhould tell, and tell again, as ye preſcrive, what aſſu- 
rance have ye, that therby the hearts and minds of 
ſimple people ſhould be * of that naturall in · 
clination they have to ſuperllition: ſo long as the 
objects & occaſions of it ſtand in their eyes. And 
ſo much the rather, when they ſee ſuch things ſo 
violently enforced, as if they were matters of grea- 
teſt efficacie and neceſsity in Gods worthip. I muſt 
ſay Coſm. ſutle wit makes meckle trævell. Were it hot 
better to fill up the pit, and fo to take away all dan- 
gerof talling in it: then to ſpend time — 
to warn folks to go by it, vho notwithſtãdinꝑ, poſ- 
fibly through forgetfulnes. careleſnes, or want of 
light, might fal into it? Preachers & preaching may 
be better imployed, then to be made ſlaves to yours 
8 ceremo- 


r * 
* 
* 


N 


22 3 
ceremonies, by giving continuall warning to ſaif 
from their ill, when no ſound warrant can be given 
for their good. 8 

(ſm. Now ſay to the ſecond poynt T beeph. may 
not the authority of King, and Kirk, lawtully re- 
duce and impoſe theſe formes? 

'T heoph. They may not (ſms. in reſpe& their 
hands are already bound by theſe former bands: 
they muſt come from ſome new found land, or go 

to it, who make this thing. 7 
Coſm. But anſwer me T beoph. is there not law- 
fulneſſe, and ſtrength in their authority to do it? 
T hbeoph. I have anſwered that already in effect, 
| Coſes. But I will adde this further: It is true, God 
hath given authority to both, but with this re ſtric- 
tion. and direction, (ſayes the Apoſtle Paul 2. Cor. 
13. 10.) not for the deſtruſion, but for the ediſit ation of 1 
bu Kirk, For the power of authoritie is the power 
of equity, and nor of injury. Now by urging to 
re-edifig that, which was juſtly deſtroyed : and to 
deſtroy that, which was lawfully built; what hu- 
mane authority can free the doers from tranſgreſ - 
on;Gal.2. or themſelves from guiltineſſe. 
Lan. That holds onely T beoph. in matters of 
ſubſtance, according to the Apoſtles meaning, aud 
not in matters of cercmonies. 
-. 'Fbeoph.It holds both in ſubſtance and geremo- 
ny, Cofss. where the edification of a Chriſtian ſoule 
1 hurt, or the courſe of the Goſpell hin- 


* 


Cofes, 


335 


tothem even in things — ; 
(uſe. L have told you (oſm.that there is nothing 


indifferent, that bteakes theſe Apoltoljcall rules. l 
Maas authority i is not abſolutę in things indiffe. - 


rent; but is is tied to the ſe farmer (criptures: from 


the which,jf it vary, it wants the warrantof divine 


aut bority. 

C:ſm. But T beoph. this ewofold Chriſtian autho. 
my, takes away ail petril of ofience, and prejudice 
7 — theſe rules. 

One thivg ſayd, and another chiog 
— Coſm. We ſee ſenſibly, it rather continues and 


incteaſes offence. For the hearts of the lovers of - 


the truth, of ing, and Kirk, are excecdingly grie-- 
ved, when they ſe e humane authority enforcing, 


what divine authority hath forbidden: And che 


hearts of the enemies to all, vordetſully com- 
fürted, when they ſee authority ſo ſavour and tur- 
, ther their — For then there is no perill of 
oſtence, when the expediencie and utilitie — the 
ufc of things indifferent, is e ident: but if that þe 
not, the ĩajunction of autharity is very np. 
* roſitabie. and doubleth the danger. 

54 . Tue papiſts 7 bpb. have but ſmal cauſa 
ef — heveby. For ye ſee how farre we diffen 
from them io poynts of doctrine. 

Nheah But if ye wil call to mind Ci. how they 


place mal the life of their religion io their gars 
monies 


» 


Goſw. Fe eurbe the as bahay acai 
Log, and Church — T heaph. that denieth it 


(14) 
mies, and charbyrhem the very power and pu- 
rity of true religion, have been prere and peece 
weakned,and vorn out; ye (hal eaſily peroeive, that 
they cannot but canceive a great hope, that we ſhal 
with time, by following and affecting fo. fervently 
their formes, fall in likewiſe upon their faith. <: 
Co. Ye perceive not Theoph. the wiſe intent of 
authority, to draw the Papilts to us, by conform. 
ing in ſome meaſure in out ward ſhewes, or cere- 
monies to them. Meer 

T bes. Wel ( . that intent had never yet a good 
event. For it is the expteſſ precept of God in ſcrip- 
ture, both of old & new teſtament, that we ſhould 
be in every thing ſo farr as poſsibly can be) unlike 
to Idolaters. We are cõmanded to come out of Ba- 
del. both in conſcience and countenance, in inward 
affection, & ourward faſhion: in ſubſtance and cere- 
mony. We are commanded to beware of Idols: to 
hate and caſt away their garments, coverings, & or- 
naments: and to eſchew every appearance of their 
evil. It proves never well to bee wiſe above that 
which is ritten. Before yee had yeelded to their 
cetemonies, ye ſhould have ſeen them in ſome mea- 
ſute, yend to your ſubſtance. Ve have been over ſad- 
den Coſa. in goin awayward to Rome, to meet 
chen: but who ſees, that they have any mind to 
mitet you mid- way. Ve think to drau them to you: 
but ye bave choſen the wrong cords, their om ce- 
temonies, by the which they will draw you-neerer 
to their Babel ichen ye ſnal do them to your Icruſa- 

mY lem. 


(35) 
ehem A nd if they ſeem to dia pere to yon by ſuch 
3 to be enger kiſl, thats, 


crrachfty &;cryelty under the cloke of hypocxiſie. 
A. Ye are too much afraid for ſo few ,honeſt & 


inoocent ceremonies the peaceablerecevirg: wher- 
of ai. male you quit of the cumber of any moe. 


them, they have been — conyict & condemned 
and to receive one ceremonij is do receive all. For 
they are not looſe, but linked, as in a chain, ſo inſę- 
parably, hat graw one, draw all. It js but your po- 
licie go let ſome ſew, that look: moſt ſmoothly, ap- 
pegte, & to hide the reſt; which wil follow hard on. 
I. Caſm, Let alone T heoph. trouble not your ſelſe, 


Tbeopb. acer r word or vote will cleanſe 


— — * 
r 


eien, vit cannot conceive the draught of 


aged wiſedomes . 
Ut T;broph It may, wel be a deep it but! it ſeems to 


divine. wiſedom, to trouble. the peace of ſo 
elle conſtitute Kirk, by intruding ſuch idle cete- 


DU ag if there were worth in them, to countet- 
vile the meaneſt point of that peace. Surely eyen 
e ee politick wit, would be loath to make 

nch an interchange: ſering any one of the leaſt 
points of ne peace of Chriſts Kirk, is worth all 


Fi 


acele 20d peace le ſſe ceremonies. 
-Now | dcfire to have your particular anſwer 


5 


tnt the concluſtons of that late aſſembly, holdea 


at Perth, credit to take away all {cryples: and to ſe- : 


Tisfic your conſcience anent the Tegeiving and 
«Prafiiling of theſe formes. | 


[ſever ly: firſt for-the-au: hority of our Kirk: Have 


Nr they hive" not Ces kot ile 
und nr Kitk<conclufios, iich ſertles, 
ti 1 As for that Aſſembly, 
he unlaefüll cotiftitirion, the Hö Knit indfibted 
— the crufty eib fg Fix, wel bugh 
un to all, declares hole coreluſions- ce. have 
_ rachereolſulions, ,ati{}deldficne, -** 
1. What rifcahes the Wär Doth- ered 
25 t ha reverend Aﬀeinbly weigh iv Iight in the 
"nou —— — Ae 
£ zm not ſpeaking {atitalie Cifw bot ce 
1 1 inde t m belhager with that — afſem- 
- bly which was ſo di ided in judgement; an#eov- 
ent, al 1 1 worthy eee aſ- 
"feinbHies'; for thi ſpace of thoetheh' übe 
yeares, conſenting in one minde and mouth Fben 
Jet a conſtant aud conſcientiets'havd hold itꝭ and 
ye ſhal ſenſibly peretive, how'light and little worth 
ydur one is in reducing theſe ſuperſtitious fotmes, 
lt feſpect of — and Worth df al öl, Mn 
femdvibg them. 17 
Cn. Wel Theoph. ye ſhoutdaore buſier en 
the Acts of an Aſſembly: nor fet-your ſelſe us 2 
T6688, ph ——— and * rain 
pb. Te ſer Co. it is not I but man waly, 
wid Aﬀecmblies reaſon againſt one . 
* aud doe juſtly chalenge it ofle ty: and 
. re ſodefſervedly forefalted 


pps her; ye know, hat how ſever chic 
ds in — de ronryey abo Eno 


Ving 


* f 5 (23) L . , * | 
. ping; yet the ordinances of the Kirk, ate preſented |! 
| rn. jan with the neceſsity of beleeving, but with | 
the liberty of judging. For albeit the judgment of 
juriſd . ction, to cenſure, belongs not to me: yer: l 
ſhould have the judgement of diſcretion to ſatisſie 
my conſcit nce, by the warrant of the word, in all 
ꝓoynts of obi qience to my ſuperiours. | 
(en. Say what you pleaſc T heoph, againſt that 
Afi mbly, it wil ſtand , and the decrees of it vil 
have place, ay and while they be reduced. 

- T heoph, Stand as it wil Coſm. to the formaliſt, te 
ſhal not ſtand in my conſcience: neither ſhal the de- 
.crces thereof have place in my practiſe: neither 
.ſhould it, or the decrces thereof, ſtand to others, 
ſet ing both it, and they, Rand againſt all good or- 

der, and the wholſome doctrine of the word. The 
good people perceive this: and therfore they skar, 
ard okunne r: with the iniquity, and vanity uf the 
concluſions therof. Wbete before they did ever 
willingly ſu bie the mſelves to the conſſitutions of 
our ancient Aſſemblies, becauſe they evidently ſaw 
the equity and the utility of the concluſions; and 
lav ſul manner of their proceedings. 
Coſ. it ſeemes then T-heoph, ye mind to play the 
ſchiſmatike, and make a ſeparation : ſeting yes 
me an not ta ſſand to the judgement of our Kirk. 
7 be pb. Your kirk Coſ. what, be yoit call ou 


ſrlres a kixkꝰ are ye comparing a kirk (carſe cropen 
out of the cradle, and a cripple halting kirk, with 
2 kirkſo ancient, ſo honorable, and inducd 


wich 
ſuch 


* —— — — = —— - 


Ow) } 
neut bab vf the 
1 29557 
bony theresf, from am 15 

aud dy the cdaray, a diſcredſt. and d 


dem who either planted, peritiitres; or NG 


egen bot a brine Jervis 
pq withoir-a peere this 


vpoi chi 
face-oftheexrth;>who would bee loath ro doe ahy 
thing, but thatwhichis lawful; 
Tl TackeGuituge he is, and fo was Danid; 
4 moſtworthy Prince and Prophet too: yet he nee? 
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